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19th January 2021 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 

Thank you for everything you are doing at home to support your child with their learning. The staff have 
been incredible, delivering learning in school and also at home and I am hugely grateful to each one of them. 

However, I am very aware that you, as parents and carers, have once again had a role landed upon you that 

presents huge challenges for your typical home life. Please be patient with one another and only do what you 
possibly can.   
 

Our pupils have shown amazing effort and positivity over the past two weeks. Thank you for your 

encouragement as they engage with learning from home. I know they will continue to thrive in the weeks 
ahead.  
 

Blended Learning  

You have seen St Michael’s blended learning plan in previous emails, but I wanted to remind you of the 
plan, so that we can support you to support your child at home. At St Michael’s, we offer a blend of different 

learning experiences online. Teachers use a range of online tools and resources to ensure that children are 

engaged and motivated to learn.  We aim to keep your child’s learning experiences similar to what they 
would have been if they were in school. 
 

Seesaw- Daily Learning  

Your child’s class teacher will continue to set lessons every day for your child to complete. There is an 
expectation that children will complete all tasks. This way, their class teacher can mark their work and give 

feedback. Your child should be engaging with approximately 3 hours a day in Early Years and Key Stage 

1 and 4 hours a day in Key Stage 2.   
 

Zoom calls- Face-to-Face Learning   

Every class will continue to have three face-to-face lessons per week via Zoom on a Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday. Zoom lessons are scheduled at the same time every week. I encourage your child to join the 

Zoom calls every week, as these are an opportunity to see their teachers and friends. Your child’s class 
teacher will also use this time to verbally talk through any misconceptions.  
 

Your child’s mental health and wellbeing  

It is important for your child to take breaks away from their work at home, just as they would in school. They 
should also try to spend some time in the day outdoors doing a form of exercise they enjoy.  

 

As well as a weekly PSHE lesson, a ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’ task will be shared once per week. These 
activities are designed to give your child some quiet time to themselves to reflect on their own feelings and 

emotions.   
 

Every Friday, a ‘Forest School Friday’ activity will also be shared on Seesaw, Facebook and the school 
website. Just like the weekly wellbeing task, this is not compulsory and has been created with the purpose 

that your child may complete it at their own pace, with family members in an outdoor space. 

Children should remain active throughout the day; promoting outdoor play allows them to get fresh 

air and explore their environment more. Hands-on learning, the natural environment and loose 

parts in the outdoors stimulate children’s senses through what they hear, touch, see and feel.  
 



 

 
 

IT Devices  

In the past two weeks, we have loaned out 39 devices. If you require a device, please get in touch with the 
school office and we will arrange one for you to collect.   

  

St Michael's- One Community, One Elswick  

The staff at St Michael’s will continue to stay in touch with you regularly through letters, updated on Seesaw 
and telephone calls. Please notify us if you require any support or are worried about your child, their mental 

health and wellbeing, or their learning. As parents, please try to take time for yourselves too.   

 
Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Yours Sincerely 
 

 
Mrs C Chapman 

Headteacher 

 
 


