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4th December 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is fast approaching and the children have almost completed their first term 

of this academic year. Despite the many challenges we face, relating to the ongoing pandemic, our school 

community continues to face these challenges with optimism and courage. I am extremely proud of all of our 

pupils and the staff who have worked so hard this term to ensure our school is a safe and calm 

learning environment for our children.   
 

I would like to thank you for your ongoing patience and cooperation as we continue to 

follow government guidance and adhere to our school COVID-19 risk assessment, in order to keep our entire 

community safe. Please continue to wear a face covering when you drop off and collect your child 

from school and move away from the school gates as quickly as possible, to avoid congregating 

directly outside of the school premises.   
 

Communication between school and home   

This year, more than ever, it’s important that school and family keep in regular contact. The easiest way to 

stay updated with school life at St Michael’s is through our school website and Facebook page. If you have a 

Facebook account, please ‘like’ our school page ‘St Michael’s RC Primary School.’ Facebook is updated 

regularly with key information for parents.   
 

For detailed information about our school, including news updates, please check our school website 

at www.st-michaels.school.   
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The Seesaw family app is also a great way to keep up to date with your child’s learning. Every 

week, maths homework is set on Seesaw for your child to complete whilst the reading tasks are still expected 

to be completed in the homework book.   
 

After Christmas, we will be using Seesaw to send reminders out to classes and to share your child’s work 

and photographs with you. If you haven’t already signed up to your family account, please do so. If you need 

support with Seesaw, let the school office know and a member of staff will be in touch with you.   
 

Special Educational Needs Reviews  

All parents with children on the Special Educational Needs (SEN) register had their child’s Individual 

Educational Plan reviewed as part of their parents’ evening appointment in October. In the coming week, 

parents will receive a letter confirming a date for a review of these targets in spring term. 

The review meetings will take place in school, with social distancing measures in place.   
 

Blended Learning   

I appreciate how difficult it is for those children who have had to isolate and the negative impact this can 

have on their education and wellbeing. We have worked very hard since September to ensure St Michael’s 

blended learning plan is suitable for those children who are required to isolate at home. I am so proud of all 

our pupils and their engagement in Seesaw. Please be assured that following an isolation 

period, teachers and senior leaders plan carefully for every child’s return to ensure there is a clear catch-

up plan in place. You will receive a copy of St Michael’s blended learning plan via email and it is also 

available on our school website.   
 

COVID-19 Safety Measures  

The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of a new continuous cough and/ or a high 

temperature and/or loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste and smell. If your child, or anyone in your 

household, develops these symptoms, your whole household must remain at home and not go to work, school 

or public areas. You should arrange testing for the person who has developed symptoms.  Testing can be 

arranged by calling 119 or via the NHS website nhs.uk/coronavirus.  

If your child develops symptoms, as described above, you should contact school via telephone and/ or email. 

If it is outside of school hours, you can leave an answer machine message.  
 

Children In Need  

Thank you for your support for Children In Need. We raised £210 to be shared between Children In Need 

and The West End Foodbank.   
 

Advent   

Advent is an important part of the Christian calendar. It is the period before Christmas which celebrates the 

birth of Jesus. Throughout advent, we virtually gather every week to light the candles on our school advent 

wreath and pray as one school family together.   

Our Celebration Assembly continues to take place every Friday in school remotely. It is such a wonderful 

way to the end the school week as we celebrate our pupils’ effort and achievements. Please continue to check 

the school website and Facebook page for the Headteacher Award winners.   
 

Spreading Christmas Kindness   

St Michael’s is continuing to reach out to our local community to spread love and kindness this Christmas. 

Our Key Stage 2 pupils will be singing carols via a live streaming for residents at St Joseph’s residential 

home and the Mini Vinnie group are making Christmas cards for the elderly in our community.   

  

As a school, we are also working closely with local charities to support our families through this challenging 

time. If you, or someone you know, require support with food parcels or even a gift for your child this 

Christmas, please get in touch with the school office. This information is confidential.   
 

 

 

 

 



 
PTFA Christmas Raffle  

The PTFA have been extremely busy making up Christmas treats for many of you who have placed orders. 

All monies raised will go directly to the children’s parties and celebrations at the end of term. Tickets for our 

annual Christmas raffle will go on sale on Monday 7th December. Tickets are 20p each or £1 per strip. The 

PTFA hope to purchase a bike/ scooter shelter to enable those pupils who live nearby to scoot and ride to and 

from school. Please support if you can. The raffle will be drawn on the last day of term.   
 

Christmas Celebrations at St Michael’s  

St Michael’s staff are determined to make Christmas celebrations in school as fun (and safe!) as possible for 

our children.   

Christmas parties will take place in class bubbles to avoid children mixing.   

Nursery and Reception party                                    Wednesday 16th December (morning)  

Year 1 Party                                                              Thursday 17th December (morning)                     

Year 2 Party                                                              Thursday 17th December (morning)                        

Year 3 Party                                                              Wednesday 16th December (afternoon)  

Year 4 Party                                                              Wednesday 16th December (afternoon)  

Year 5 Party                                                              Thursday 17th December (afternoon)  

Year 6 Party                                                              Thursday 17th December (afternoon)  

Christmas Jumper Day                                              Friday 18th December 2020       

      

Pupils in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 should come into school in their party clothes. Pupils in Year 3, Year 4, 

Year 5 and Year 6 should bring their party clothes in a bag to change at lunch time. Our school will break 

up for the Christmas holiday on Friday 18th December at the usual time of our school day. Monday 

4th January is a training day so all children will return to school on Tuesday 5th January.   

 

Thank you for all you do to make our school successful, if we can help or support you in any way, please let 

us know.   

 

Yours Sincerely 
 

 
Mrs C Chapman 

Headteacher 

 
 


