All children within the EYFS Unit have settled in with confidence and with big smiles! They are
establishing great routines and really understanding the high expectations which are set in both
Nursery and Reception. Within the unit, all staff have high expectations of routine and behaviour
and this has enabled children to settle in quickly and smoothly, despite of the current COVID-19
restrictions.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the transition into EYFS looked a little bit different this year. This
year, families were unable to come into school and we were unable to offer the usual transition
such as home visits and welcome meetings. The transition into EYFS is so important and is vital to
ensure the children settle into school in a calm and positive way.

At the beginning of the year, we hosted a
Stay and Play session for all parents and
pupils. Each child was given a time where
they came and explored their new class!
Children came into school with their
parents and took part in various activities.
The Stay and Play session enabled the
EYFS team to meet parents and to find out
more about the new cohort, in Nursery and
Reception. We found that the Stay and
Play session helped create a smooth
transition into school. Parents commented
how successful they found the Stay and
Play Session and how beneficial the
transition information was at helping their
child to settle into their new big school. In
contrast to previous years, we have found
that this year’s transition into EYFS has
been much smoother.

This year, we were unable to carry out the usual welcome meetings. All of the welcome packs were
posted out to parents and posted onto the ‘Welcome to EYFS’ page on the website. The EYFS
Staff personally rang all of our new families to welcome them to St Michael’s and to answer any
questions. One parent commented ‘The transition information was really useful. We watched the
video with our child and she is excited to join her new big school’.

We created a ‘Welcome to EYFS’ video
(https://youtu.be/gUEsFnmeAIY) to show the
children their new classroom. A few parents
commented how they used the video to show
their children their new school. On the
webpage, we also included all of the relevant
information such as welcome booklets and
pictures of the staff to help children ‘virtually’
visit their new school.

To help Reception settle into their new school, we
paired each of them with a Y5 ‘Buddy’. The ‘buddy’
meet up looked a little bit different this year! We
wrote cards to each other and introduced ourselves
‘virtually’. The Reception and Y5 children met in the
school yard, socially distanced. We sent ‘air hugs’ to
each other and waved! Instead of the usual liturgy, we
created a video https://youtu.be/i2fFKEQd9CA
which was published on our school website and
Facebook. Each half term, we plan to hold a Zoom
meet up, where the Year 5 and Reception children will
speak to each other and share what they have been up
to. Both Reception and Year 5 are looking forward to
meeting each other.

In our 2020/21 Reception cohort, we had a number of children from our school Nursery.
Therefore, we knew the starting points of these children from when they ended Nursery in
March. Some of the children who started Reception in September had not been in a setting since
March, due to the National Lockdown and National Closure of Schools.
When schools reopened in September, we anticipated a much lower baseline. Personally, we feel
that the lockdown didn’t have much of an impact on our children. All children, across the unit came
into school with confidence and very little separation issues. Children were very independent in
health and social care and were able to complete simple tasks such as putting on coats and going to
the toilet independently. However, a lot of children in Reception were unable to recognise and
write their names. This would have normally been covered and embedded during the Summer term
in Nursery.
During Lockdown, we provided weekly activities for Nursery and Reception children. Staff also
filmed videos for the children including reading stories and positive messages. Many parents
thanked the unit for keeping in touch and for creating work for their children, during the national
lockdown.
‘Our children really enjoyed watching the online videos! Each day, they asked for Miss Allison and
Mrs Bonham to read them a story on the screen! Thank you for supporting our family. We found
lockdown quite a positive experience because we were able to spend quality time together as a
family’

Baseline activities were completed in the first 3 weeks of Autumn Term. Children completed adult
lead activities which assessed their basic knowledge and gave us a good understanding of their
‘baseline’ starting point. Children were assessed in Writing, Reading, Number, Shape Space and
Measure, Communication and Language and Physical Development.
The vast majority of children entered reception with skills and knowledge which are typically well
below what is expected for their age. A significant number of children were also below ARE in
communication and language and personal, social and emotional development when they entered
Reception.
An increasing number of children are on track to achieve a GLD by the end of Reception year.

-

Behaviour in Nursery and Reception is outstanding because rules/routines and boundaries
are established from the start of the year.
All staff have extremely high expectations of rules, routines and behaviour.
Teaching in both Nursery and Reception is good and regular monitoring confirms this. The
quality of teaching in Reception has the potential to move quickly to outstanding.
Activities are planned to suit pupils individual needs to develop next steps and
misconceptions.
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Curriculum provides depth and breadth across all 17 areas of learning. Staff provide
interesting and exciting experiences for all children.
Both the indoor and outdoor environments are increasingly well resources to contribute to
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the exciting curriculum and to develop pupils individual needs.
All staff contribute to the assessment of children’s progress.

-

-

-
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All staff within the EYFS unit contribute to the next steps of children and provide high
quality same day and weekly interventions.
The impact of the work in 2019/20 has resulted in pupils performing well.

Ensure all pupils are challenged and supported to achieve the ARE, with a significant
number exceeding ARE.
Continue to develop the curriculum so that all pupils are excited and challenged by the
expected work, in all areas of the unit including the outdoors and Secret Garden.
Ensure next steps are followed up and children are challenged.
Ensure 80% of pupils attain the age expected standard with 25%+ attaining the above age
expected standard for the 2020/21 cohort.
Ensure that the gap in performance is eliminated for Pupil Premium and Disadvantaged
pupils.

From looking at the baseline data, the greatest area that Lockdown has affected is Language.
Typically, Language is poor in both Nursery and Reception and vocabulary is limited in most
children. Children in both Nursery and Reception enter our school with limited vocabulary and
with a very little understanding of ‘storytelling’ and constructing simple sentences.
One of our key priorities this year, is to improve the language and vocabulary of all children. We
aim to do this through interventions, high quality teaching (through Talk for Writing) and by
creating strong links with parents.
One of the interventions which we deliver across the unit is Talk Boost. Talk Boost is a targeted
intervention which supports language delay in children helping them to make progress in language
and communication skills.

The Talk Boost programme will be delivered by staff to targeted children across both Nursery
and Reception.

In September, we were accepted onto the Nuffield Early Language
Intervention Programme (NELI).
The Nuffield Early Language Intervention is a 20-week programme proven
to help young children overcome language difficulties. It is designed for
children aged 4-5 years and combines small group work with one-to-one
sessions delivered by trained teaching assistants, targeting vocabulary,
narrative skills, active listening and phonological awareness. (taken from
https://www.elklan.co.uk/neli/about-neli)
We were delighted to be accepted onto this programme and we are looking
forward to starting the intervention in January. Staff within Reception will
be trained in this Intervention and then they will use their skills to train
Nursery Staff. We look forward to delivering this intervention and seeing
the progress in our children’s communication and language, particularly their
use of vocabulary.
Throughout this year, particularly in light of the COVID-19 Pandemic, we have worked hard to
create strong links with parents. In particular, we have created strong home learning links and
ensured our children had the best learning resources possible, during the national lockdown.
Throughout the national lockdown, we created home learning resources for all children. These
were published on our school website and were delivered to families. The main focus of these
home learning resources were improving language. Each week, we set a phonics activity for all
children to complete. We read stories to the children to help them hear vocabulary and to listen
to high quality texts.
In the Autumn term, we started using Seesaw as a way of interacting with families and to create
blended learning resources for our children. Each week, we upload an activity to Seesaw, both
Phonics and Maths. We have also started to upload reading and phonics videos to Seesaw so
children can practice their phonics and reading at home with their families.
‘My child loves SeeSaw! She enjoys completing activities and we like to see what she has been
learning at school. We have found it useful too as we now know how to teach her reading’

Forest School and the Outdoors is a huge part of EYFS and our children are
always investigating and exploring our fantastic outdoor area!
Each week, our children go to Forest School with Our Qualified Forest School
Leader, Helen Scott. Helen completed her Forest School Qualification in July
and she is now trained to deliver high quality sessions to all children in our
school.
Forest School has developed language in EYFS and our children are able to
transfer the language they use in the classroom into the Forest School.
The children use a variety of skills such as independence, self-discovery,
communication, self-esteem and confidence building. At Forest School, the
children are encouraged to explore, investigate, problem solve, take risks and
work cooperatively and creatively throughout the sessions. There are lots of
different activities and games which we do at Forest School which will support
children in their learning such as making and cooking on open fires, building
shelters and going on scavenger hunts!
Recently, we have developed our outdoor area. Our Outdoor area is used daily
and children have free flow of all rooms within the unit. The outdoor area
covers all areas of the EYFS curriculum and is resourced with exciting and
engaging activities, for our children to learn and explore.

Parental Involvement has been extremely strong this
term, despite of the COVID-19 restrictions.
In normal circumstances, we hold Phonics Cafes for
parents. This is when parents would be welcomed into
school to take part in a phonics lesson with their
children. This year, things looked a little bit different.
We created a Literacy Video
(https://youtu.be/jdDSBUoN_d0) for parents and
shared this on our school website. This included our
Talk for Writing text, examples of children’s work and
a video of the children retelling their class text.
‘We really enjoyed the video on the website. We
couldn’t believe how well my child could retell
Goldilocks!’
Each week, a child from Nursery and
Reception send home a ‘Snuggle with a
Book’. This pack contains a soft toy, a
book, journal and hot chocolate. The
child reads the book with a hot
chocolate and writes a comment or
draws a picture in the journal. This is
then shared with the class. ‘Snuggle with
a book’ has helped improve reading at
home and create a love for reading.
Each month, we send an Early Years Newsletter out to families. This includes what we have been
doing as a unit and gives parents ideas on what they could do at home. It also includes photographs of
children and gives them key dates which are of importance. We find the newsletters a really
effective way of communicating with parents. Parents often comment on how involved they feel with
their childs learning journey, within EYFS. Below is a screenshot of the October Newsletter.

