
 
 

 
 

COVID-19 Catch Up Premium Report 

The Government first published info about this premium in July 2020. They stated: 

“Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption to their education as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19). Those from the 

most vulnerable and disadvantaged backgrounds will be among those hardest hit. The aggregate impact of lost time in education will be substantial, and the scale of 

our response must match the scale of the challenge’’.  

We know that we have the professional knowledge and expertise in the education system to ensure that children and young people recover and get back on track. 

Returning to normal educational routines as quickly as possible will be critical to our national recovery.” 

Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their students to catch up for lost teaching over the previous months, in line with the guidance on 

curriculum expectations for the academic year. 

Schools have the flexibility to spend their funding in the best way for their students and setting. The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) published a coronavirus 

(COVID-19) support guide for schools with evidence-based approaches to catch up for all students. In July 2020 they recommended: 

· small group or one-to-one tuition (particularly through the National Tutoring Programme) 

· summer school catch up 

· extra teaching capacity from September 

“Children from disadvantaged backgrounds are likely to have been more affected particularly severely by closures and may need more support to return 

to school and settle back into school life. Whilst all pupils will benefit from the EEF recommendations, it is likely that some forms of support will be 

particularly beneficial to disadvantaged.”    

(Covid-19 Support Guide for Schools – June 2020) 

 



Accountability and monitoring 

School has to account for how the funding is being used to achieve the government goal of schools getting back on track and teaching a normal 

curriculum as quickly as possible. 

Given the role in ensuring schools spend funding appropriately and in holding schools to account for educational performance, governors and trustees 

will scrutinise schools approaches to catch-up from September, including their plans for and use of catch-up funding. This should include consideration 

of whether schools are spending this funding in line with their catch-up priorities, and ensuring appropriate transparency for parents. 

Education is not optional 

All pupils receive a high-quality education at St Michael’s that promotes their development and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and 

experiences of later life. 

St Michael’s curriculum remains broad and ambitious. 

Remote Education 

DfE asks that schools meet the following key expectations: 

- Teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects from the start of the autumn term, but make use of existing flexibilities to create time to 

cover the most important missed content. In particular, schools may consider how all subjects can contribute to the filling of gaps in core 

knowledge, for example through an emphasis on reading.  

- Aim to return to the school’s normal curriculum in all subjects by summer term 2021. 

- Plan on the basis of educational needs of pupils. Curriculum planning should be an assessment of pupils’ starting points and addressing the gaps 

in their knowledge and skills.  

- Develop remote education so that it is integrated into school curriculum planning.  

 

Schools should set out how they will allocate the additional funding to support curriculum recovery this academic year. The EEF guidelines suggest a 3 

tiered approach.  

 

 



Teaching  

- Great teaching is the most important lever schools have to improve outcomes for their pupils.  

- High quality teaching for all 

- Effective diagnostic assessment  

- Supporting remote learning  

- Focusing on professional development 

  

Targeted Academic Support  

- There is extensive evidence supporting the impact of high-quality one to one or group tuition as a catch up strategy. Tuition delivered by qualified 

teachers is likely to have the biggest impact.   

- High quality one to one and small group tuition 

- Targeted support 

- Academic tutoring  

- Planning for pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

 

Wider Support  

Schools have provided extensive pastoral support to pupils and families during the pandemic. 

Supporting pupils’ social, emotional and behavioral needs 

Communicating with and supporting parents 

 

Info on the funding:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium


 

SUMMARY INFORMATION 

Total number of pupils: 210 Amount of catch-up premium received per pupil: £80 

Total catch-up premium budget: £16,800 Proportion of disadvantaged  60% 

 

There are four broad aims for “catch up” at St Michael’s: 

• To raise the attainment of all pupils 

• To reduce the attainment gap between your disadvantaged students and their peers 

• To close the gap in attainment created by COVID-19 school closures 

• To ensure the mental health needs of pupils are met and supported by the school.  

 

Throughout school closures, an average of 20 pupils attended daily. Home learning activities were uploaded to the school website on a weekly basis for all year groups and paper 

based learning packs were delivered to those families who could not access the internet either through lack of WIFI connection or lack of technical devices. Families engaged 

well with St Michael’s ‘One World, One Community, One Elswick’ campaign by sharing photographs and videos with school of their lockdown experience. Communication 

between school and home was exceptionally strong during this period, enabling school staff to support with pupil and parent wellbeing. 

In June, St Michael’s partially reopened to Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 6. Upon re-opening on September 8th 2020, St Michael’s has had a positive response from 

families returning to school and attendance is stable across all year groups. 

 

During school closures, middle leaders worked alongside senior leaders to create a bespoke catch up programme for the pupils of St Michael’s. The catch-up plan spans the width 

of the curriculum to ensure any gaps formed during this time are closed in a well sequenced, timely manner to ensure pupils quickly catch up and are protected from the effects of 

the pandemic. A robust baseline assessment has been completed in autumn term 1 so teachers can adapt and evolve their catch up programme to suit the individual needs of the 

cohort and the pupils as individuals. Pupil progress meetings in the autumn term will enable senior leaders and class teachers to best decide how the education at St Michael’s can 

be tailored to support pupils through intervention.   

 

Pupils mental health and wellbeing takes priority at St Michael’s. There is support at every level for pupils to ensure they are happy and content in school and able to reach their 

full potential. Pupils have access to a bespoke PSHE curriculum and can raise their concerns in regular pupil voice or by using the worry boxes that are in every classroom. The 

school has trained mentors to speak regularly with pupils who need that 1:1 time at key points throughout the school day. A school counsellor meets with identified children on a 

weekly basis and St Michael’s Welfare Officer offers family support.  

 

 

 



 

 

Issue  Identification 

1 Individual and groups of pupils have fallen behind in specific areas of reading (phonics and comprehension).  

 

Lexia, phonics, reading assessments. 

2 Pupils may have had limited access to reading materials during the summer term and therefore, their reading ages may be 

lower than expected at the beginning of Autumn 2020 

Parent survey 

3 Pupils fine motor skills are poor on entry in Nursery and Reception and fine motor skills have declined in some areas of 

Key Stage 1. 

Early Years and baseline assessments 

4 Pupils’ speech and language skills are poor on entry into Nursery and Reception. Early Years and baseline assessments  

5 Individual and groups of pupils have shown a poor stamina in writing.   Writing assessments 

6 Gaps in knowledge have appeared during school closures between March and July 2020, in particular reasoning skills and 

the approach to problem solving.   

Maths assessments  

7 Home learning was limited during school closures due to the current platforms used, lack of devices and unsuitable home 

learning environment. 

Blended Learning survey  

8 Staff need to develop a greater understanding of children’s mental health needs in order to be able to help and support 

children who may have been affected adversely by closures and Covid 19. 

Pupils wellbeing survey  

9 Parental engagement may suffer due to the lack of physical interaction with parents during this period of restrictions.  Parent view/ parent survey 

10 The school must maintain high attendance for all pupils as a priority.  Weekly attendance analysis 

 

**Not all issues will be addressed directly through the Catch up Premium Strategy and will be included within the School Development Plan 2020-21.  

 

 

 



Planned expenditure for current academic year 

Action Intended outcome  What’s the evidence and rationale for this 

choice? 

How will you make sure 

it’s implemented well? 

Planned 

cost 

Time Scale  

Intervention 

As well as quality first teaching, pupils catch up to their peers 

quickly through focused and timely intervention.  

Intervention is prioritised effectively across the school and delivered 

by skilled individuals, resulting in pupils catching up swiftly. 

 

To use Learning by Questions to increase standards of teaching and 

learning by allows pupils to deepen their understanding and embed 

knowledge in their long-term memory. 

 

To use Lexia to develop of oral language, reading, spelling, and 

writing skills. 

 

An improvement in pupils’ phonetical awareness. Pupils receive 

extra phonics interventions in all phases. A phonics online tracker 

informs teachers of progress.  

 

To increase communication and interaction levels amongst Nursery 

and Reception pupils. The National Language programme is used, as 

well as TalkBoost. Staff are trained appropriately to teach 

interventions effectively.  

 

Fine motor skills intervention takes place in Nursery and Reception 

and for targeted children in Key Stage 1. 

Maths interventions focus on specific maths vocabulary and 

reasoning skills are consolidated in same day intervention sessions. 

In Key Stage 1 and 2, writing interventions and training on the 

principles of short burst writing improve pupils’ stamina in writing.  

 

Issues addressed: 

1,2,3,4,5 

 

 

Pupils who have fallen behind in school closures to make better than expected progress.  

 

Pupils catch up to their peers quickly through focused and timely intervention. Pupils make 

good progress from starting points.  

 

 

Reading skills are much improved and accelerated progress in reading ages to be 

demonstrated on a term by term basis from Autumn 2020 to Summer 2021. Reading 

resources are available for all pupils to access. Pupils continue to develop a love of reading. 

 

 

 

Engage with Reception Year Early Language Programme via National Tuition Programme.   

Individual and small group tuition will improve pupils’ speech and language. Pupils make 

good progress from starting points. 

 

Individual and small group tuition will improve fine motor skills. Pupils make good 

progress from starting points. 

 

 Reasoning skills are much improved and pupils make accelerated progress in maths. 

Teachers are secure with the maths catch up curriculum and interventions are well planned 

and focused. 

 

 

Pupils’ are able to sustain their writing within a genre. Writing is of a high quality and 

progress from starting points is good. 

One to one tuition and intervention can add up to 5 

additional months progress on average.  

 

The EEF produced findings that showed strong 

progress was made with pupils using LBQ 

compared to those who didn’t. A trial in Year 6 

showed an improvement in understanding at GD 

level reasoning questions.  

 

On average, reading comprehension approaches 

deliver an additional six months’ progress. 

Successful reading comprehension approaches 

allow activities to be carefully tailored to pupils’ 

reading capabilities 

 

 

80% of those on the 20 week language 

programme make EXS in end of year literacy 

strands. 

 

 

EEF research suggests that slow 

or effortful handwriting (as well 

as spelling) takes most of 

children’s focus and limits the 

amount of thought that can be given to the 

content of their writing. Approaches that aim 

to support the accuracy and fluency of 

children’s handwriting have been shown to 

improve the presentation, quantity and 

quality of children’s writing- approximate 

improvements of 2 months progress were 

notes. 

Monitoring- staff, pupil 

voice, work scrutiny, pupil 

progress meetings, 

intervention evaluation 

summary. 

 

Termly data capture and 

pupil progress meetings.  

 

SEND review meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

£4500.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October- 

reviewed half 

termly 

 

 

 

  



Impact: 

Remote Learning Plan 

A strong remote learning platform is in place. All pupils access a 

home learning package that reflects the high standards of typical 

classroom practice. 

 

Devices purchased for children to use at home- 30 iPad and 10 

laptops. 

 

Subscription to Oxford Reading Owls online school library which 

links directly to the in-school library. 

 

Purchase of extra reading books to enable all pupils to take home a 

‘grapple’ book every week. 

 

Live lesson platform is suitable for use and provides pupils with high 

quality, face-to-face teaching and learning opportunities.  

 

Training on using the online platform for staff, pupils and parents.  

 

Issues addressed: 

2, 6, 8 

 

 

 

A strong remote learning platform is in place. All pupils access a home learning package 

that reflects the high standards of classroom practice. 

 

All pupils able to access an online library through Oxford Reading Owls 

 

The school library replenished and extensive range of reading resources are available for all 

pupils to access (at their level), improve overall reading abilities and develop further the 

love of reading. 

 

The school’s Zoom account enables remote face-to-face lessons to take place on a regular 

basis in all year groups.  

 

 

 

EEF reports that ensuring access to technology is 

key, particularly for disadvantaged pupils. Many 

reviews identify lack of technology as a barrier to 

successful remote instruction.  

 

Support should be provided to ensure that 

disadvantaged pupils – who are more likely to face 

these barriers – have access to technology. In 

addition to providing access to technology, 

ensuring that teachers and pupils are provided with 

support and guidance to use specific platforms is 

essential, particularly if new forms of technology 

are being implemented. 

 

EEF states that live lessons offer an opportunity to 

support peer interaction, including peer marking 

and feedback, sharing models of good work, and 

opportunities for live discussions of content.  

 

 

 

 

Monitoring- 

Pupil and parent voice, 

remote reading journals, 

blended learning 

questionnaire. 

 

Monitoring the effectiveness 

of the remote learning 

platform.  

 

. 

 

£10,000 

 

 

 

September  

Reviewed 

weekly  

 

 



Mental Health and Wellbeing  

 

Pupils’ positive mental health is supported. Staff are better 

informed and have greater clarity about how to support children 

with mental health needs. 

 

A robust school wellbeing system is in place to offer support to 

pupils at every level: 

• PSHE curriculum 

• Trained staff mentors 

• School counsellor 

• Nurture groups  

 

 

Issues addressed: 

8 

 

A whole school robust plan of wellbeing support is in place. Staff are better informed and 

have greater clarity about how to support children with mental health needs. Pupils who are 

anxious or worried receive appropriate intervention and support. 

 

Pupils who have mental health concerns receive appropriate intervention and support. 

Pupils’ mental health and wellbeing is monitored regularly so appropriate intervention can 

be put in place.   

EEF evidence associates childhood social and 

emotional skills with improved outcomes at school 

and in later life, in relation to physical and mental 

health, school readiness and academic 

achievement, crime, employment and income. 

 

Children’s skills can be improved purposefully 

through school-based  programmes and 

interventions, including:  

• Improved social and emotional skills 

• Improved academic performance  

• improved attitudes, behaviour and 

relationships with peers 

• reduced emotional distress (student 

depression, anxiety, stress and social 

withdrawal) 

• reduced levels of bullying 

• reduced conduct problems 

• improved school connection. 

Efforts to promote emotional literacy skills may be 

especially important for children from 

disadvantaged backgrounds, who on average have 

weaker emotional literacy skills at all ages than 

their peers.  

Termly pupil voice 

questionnaire. 

 

Weekly summary 

discussions with SLT and 

school mentors/ counselling 

staff members.  

 

 

£1,500.00 September 

2020 

Half termly 

Impact: 

Total budgeted cost: £16,000 

 


