
Humanities at St Michael’s   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intention 
 
It is our intention that our children will develop a lifelong passion for the world around them and its 
history. Children are taught History and Geography as clear and separate subjects, under the heading 
of Humanities, so that children understand the separate skills needed to be successful in both, while 
understanding the clear link between the two.  
 
Geography is important in our school, as it provides a means of exploring, appreciating and 
understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. We explore the relationship between 
Earth and its people. It stimulates curiosity and imagination. Wherever possible, we aim to build upon 
the child’s ‘Individual Geography’ by developing geographical skills, understanding and knowledge 
through studying places and themes.  
 
Our History curriculum is designed to ignite children’s curiosity about the past through a topic-based 
approach and hands-on experience wherever possible. We are determined that alongside historical 
knowledge there will be a high focus on the development of specific historical skills. The teaching of 
history in our school is intended to equip pupils to ask pertinent questions about the past, analyse 
evidence, think critically, appreciate different perspectives and develop informed judgements. We 
believe our pupils should be taught to understand how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 
the wider world. In addition, our bespoke curriculum provides opportunities for pupils to explore their 
own identity, for example, through our “World at a glance” topics. Our History curriculum is intended to 
help pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of 
societies and relationships between different groups. 

 

Implementation 
 
In Geography, our progressive units of work are designed to be modified for our children and their 
experiences. Staff continually review and adapt work and learning to meet our children’s needs. 
Fieldwork sessions are incorporated into the units of work to actively engage the children in their 
learning. The progressive skills learning challenges that are used, to plan and teach humanities, 
ensure that children are accessing work at age related expectations, with regular opportunities to be 
challenged through higher level objectives.   
  
At Key Stage 1, our pupils develop knowledge about their own locality in Elswick, the United Kingdom 
and the World. They can understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical 
geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation and map work, to 

Humanities is a foundation subject of the National Curriculum and invaluable in pupil 
development, both academically and socially. Through Humanities, children learn about the world 
they live in, their place in it and the issues we face, both socially and environmentally. Our school 
community is incredibly diverse and our Humanities curriculum reflects this. It is essential that the 
children in our school are offered the opportunity to have a wide-range of experiences and access 
to a wide and inclusive range of knowledge, in order for them to develop into well-rounded and 
diverse learners.  

 



enhance their locational awareness. They can also understand the differences between their country 
and area and countries around the world. 
  
At Key Stage 2, pupils extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to a global 
setting. This includes the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human 
and physical features. Our pupils develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and 
skills to enrich their locational and place knowledge. This is developed further by their growing 
understanding of the impact humans have on their environment and their role in the future of the 
world.  
 
Our History curriculum covers the skills outlined in the National Curriculum through broad, challenging 
and inspiring topics. A topic-based approach is used to deliver the content within a meaningful context 
and wherever possible cross curricular links are exploited, particularly links with geography. However, 
teachers make it explicit to the children that they are learning history skills and encourage them to 
think like ‘historians.’   
  
At Key Stage 1, topics taught include learning about a range of famous people in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements. For example, Christopher Columbus and 
Rosa Parks. These are chosen carefully to ensure pupils learn about individuals of both genders and 
from diverse backgrounds.  Other topics consist of changes within living memory and events beyond 
living memory that are significant nationally or globally including the Great Fire of London and the first 
moon landing.   
  
At Key Stage 2, the National Curriculum for History outlines that: pupils should continue to develop 
chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing 
clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts 
and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should understand 
how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. At St Michael’s a long-
term plan, with carefully constructed units of work covering the full range of skills, is in place in order 
to achieve this.   
  
Medium term plans ensure coverage of both the required knowledge and the subject specific skills. 
Individual sessions are planned to inspire, engage and challenge pupils in response to their needs. 
Children are given a wide variety of experiences both in the classroom and out. We encourage school 
visits and visitors into school to enable the children to gain first hand experiences to support their 
learning. One element in the development of the pupils’ communication skills is for pupils to apply 
their writing skills within an extended written piece linked directly to their history theme. Pupils are 
encouraged to think like ‘historians’ and develop their skills including historical enquiry. There is a 
strong emphasis on developing children’s other skills such as understanding of chronology, 
interpretations of evidence, changes within a time and across time periods and cause and 
consequence.  
  
The History units taught have been developed to help children appreciate their own identity and the 
challenges in their time. It will help them understand the process of change over time and significant 
developments, as well as learning about cultures around the world through the “World at a glance” 
lessons, which link their current period of study to events in another part of the world.  
 

            
 
 

Knowledge organisers allows both 

children and parents to see what our 

topics cover and to connect with the 

unit in terms of chronology. 

Learning journies allow our 

children to see the sequence of 

their learning and to understand 

their topic 



Throughout the school, we have included recap lessons in each half-term so that the subject, which is 
not the focus, is still being revised and that children feel confident in their learning. This has enabled 
pupils to deepen and recap their learning of topics and to make sure that History skills are still used 
throughout Geography topics and vice-versa. 

 
 

                                                                                                

 
 
 

                                                             

Recaps even cover learning from the 

previous year’s Summer Term topic 

to ensure this carries on from year to 

year. 

We believe in experiential learning 

and children experience a wide-

variety of trips throughout the 

curriculum. 

Here is some of our amazing work, 

where children completed practical 

learning and made their own artifacts.  

We focus on building both skills and 

knowledge through our learning and 

often look at sources and bias.  


